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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Mail Stop RCE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Please enter this preliminary amendment prior to examination of this application for 
which a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) is being filed concurrently. The following 
remarks respond to the rejections in the Office Action made final mailed November 21, 2003. A 
request and authorization to charge Deposit Account No. 50-1 105 for a one-month extension of 
time are submitted with the RCE. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any 
additional fees associated with this submission or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 
No. 50-1 105. Applicant believes that $55 is due. Please amend the above-identified application 
as follows: 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 3 of this 
submission. 
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lS^ e hoH C rt ertify, , PUr !.f nt J 0 37 CFR - § 1 - 8 " that this paper ( alon 9 with an V item (s) referred to as being 
attached or enclosed) .s be.ng deposited with the>kS. Postal Servipe asr first class/hail addressed to Mail Stoo 
RCE, Commissioner of Patents. P.O. Box 1 450 Alexandria VA 22SJ3A5O on 7 1 aQdressed t0 Ma " St0 P 



Date of Transmission: March 22, 2004 



James K. Sakaguchi 



Remarks begin on page 14 of this submission. 
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